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They devoted themselves to the apostlesô teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking 

of bread and to prayer. 
43

 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 

performed by the apostles. 
44

 All the believers were together and had everything in 

common. 
45

 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 
46

 

Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in 

their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 
47

 praising God and enjoy-

ing the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who 

were being saved. 

Acts/ Hechos 2:42-47 

  

A 
cts 2 tells us what happened to the disciples and those who were following Je-
sus with them.  Their Master and Teacher, our Lord Jesus, had died and resur-
rected seven weeks earlier, and now had ascended to the Father ten days ear-

lier.  They knew He was all right but they still had to go on without His physical pres-
ence.  That would be difficult.  However, He promised them in Acts 1:8 that He would 
send them and baptize them with the Holy Spirit.  In John He called the Holy Spirit 
ñanother comforterò, one exactly like Him.  He was no longer with them physically but 
as they now had the Holy Spirit with them, He was very much with them.  The pas-
sage above describes the characteristics of the life of the Church when the Holy 

Spirit is present.  

The believers would invest time in the study of the Apostlesô teaching (the Holy Scrip-
tures), in fellowship with one another, in the breaking of bread (the Communion), and 
in prayer.  They would live out a deep and comprehensive stewardship such that no on 
among them would lack basic needs, and their worship of the Lord would be with their 
whole heart and lively.  So attractive and magnetic was their life together that they 
would enjoy the favor of those around them and that daily God would add to their num-
ber.  We have seen some of these characteristics here at El Buen Samaritano for 
which we give thanks to God!  We will work on the others in the next months. 

I pray you are having a restful, productive, and joyful summer.  Olga and I want to 

thank the many members who have called to take us out to visit, eat and see the im-

pressive sights of Albuquerque and the region.  We have been able to      Cont. on pg. 2          
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visit with others of you in your homes and we will be dedicating a lot of time to that over 

the next months.  We want to get to know you, whatôs going on in your life and what 

God is doing in your life!!  Fellowship and table fellowship were very important in the 

life of the Church beginning at Pentecost and are still important today! (Acts 2:42)   

We were blessed to participate in Vacation Bible School!  What a blessing to see the 

children worshiping God and learning Godôs purpose for them from the Scriptures!!  

(2:42)  I give thanks to God for those new persons from the community who joined us 

and have continued to worship with us!  God is good! God is adding to His Church! 

We have been blessed to hear from the youth about how God moved among them at 

Youth Camp.  I am very blessed to see how the church supported them in prayer!  We 

will continue to lift up our need to pray for one another. 

I am blessed that a good number of you gather on the Lordôs Day/Sunday to pray in 

the chapel for the service and to pray for our Sunday School classes.  God hears you 

and is answering your prayers!  I invite you to join us.  Our service of worship and our 

study of the Bible must be bathed in prayer.     

Many thanks to Daniela and to Shirley for their help with the music and praise and wor-

ship over the summer and for those of you who have answered the call of God to 

share with us an offering of musical praise.  You have enriched our experience of wor-

ship and have helped us enter into Godôs presence!!  We want everyone who enters 

our sanctuary each Sunday to sense Godôs presence among us.  To God be the glory!/ 

¡A Dios sea la gloria!  

We look forward to see how God will help us to see Him more clearly, love Him more 

dearly and to follow him more nearly day by day.  (from the musical ñGodspelò)  I ask 

for your prayers as your pastor that God show me how to lead you in His paths of life 

and righteousness!  God bless you to be a blessing to others./ 

Dios les bendiga para que sean una bendición a otros.   

Your pastor and brother in Christ/ Su pastor y hermano en Cristo, 

Michael Dobbs B. 

 



T hank you to all who came to help Pastor Mike and Olga unload their moving truck upon 

their arrival. Below are some pictures of all our hard workers who greeted our Pastor and 

wife. Big thanks also go to everyone who was at the Welcome Pot-luck on Sunday, July 10th. 

The food was good and 

the company was grand. 

We were able to present 

Pastor Dobbs and Olga 

with three baskets filled 

with New Mexico treats, 

items for Olga's Kitchen 

and bathroom. We wel-

come Pastor Mike & 

Olga!! 

Yvonne Padilla-Barth 

D uring the service on July 10th, Rev. Maldonado and Rev. Max Cisneros lead an appoint-

ment ceremony with our congregation to bless 

Pastor Dobbs and his wife, Olga. We will continue to 

pray for them as 

they settle in to 

their new ministry 

here at EBS! 

Pastor Mike and Olga Dobbsõ Arrival 

Congregational Blessing of Pastor Dobbs and Olga  
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David Maldonado Honored  

D 
r. David Maldonado, Jr. retired on May 31, 2011, as founding direc-
tor of the Center for the Study of Latino/a Christianity and Relig-
ions. Reflecting on his service, Maldonado stated, ñEngaging the 

faculty to look at the broader Latino reality has been one of the most satis-
fying elements of my work.ò Associate Professor of Christianity and Cul-
tures Hugo Magallanes, who has been named as Maldonadoôs successor, 
praised the Centerôs accomplishments under Maldonadoôs leadership: ñThe 
Center has done an extraordinary work in promoting and providing excel-

lent resources for theological reflection and by creating opportunities to discuss issues that are 
relevant not only to the Hispanic community but also to the U.S. society in general.ò 

 

Maldonado previously served at Perkins from 1984 to 2000 as professor of Church and Soci-
ety, and as associate dean for Academic Affairs from 1993 to 1997. He was selected as presi-
dent of the Iliff School of Theology in Denver in 2000, where he served until his ñfirst retire-
mentò in 2004. Maldonado has also taught at the School of Health and Human Services of 
California State University, Los Angeles, and the Graduate School of Social Work at The Uni-
versity of Texas at Arlington. 

 

In 2009, Maldonado received the Perkins School of Theology Distinguished Alumnus Award. 
Other honors and awards include a Whitney M. Young, Jr. Foundation Fellowship and a W. K. 
Kellogg Foundation Fellowship. The Dallas Mexican Chamber of Commerce named him Edu-
cator of the Year in 1977. Maldonado was elected to the University Senate of The United Meth-
odist Church by the 2004 General Conference.  A noted speaker, he has given the Glover Lec-
tures at Southwestern University, the Sikes-Melugin Lecture in Religious Studies at McMurry 
College, and the Kellogg Lectures at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. He has 
served on the editorial board of ñThe Gerontologistò and as a reviewer for The Journal of Social 
Service Research. 

 

A native of Seguin, Texas, Maldonado is an ordained elder in the Rio Grande Annual Confer-
ence. After receiving his Bachelor of Arts degree from The University of Texas at El Paso and 
his Bachelor of Divinity degree from Perkins (ó68), Maldonado earned both Masterôs and doc-
toral degrees in social work from the University of California at Berkeley. Prior to his work in 
higher education, he served as pastor of a United Methodist congregation in Fort Worth, 
Texas; in the Social Program Department of the mayorôs office in San Francisco, California; as 
a community organizer for the Fort Worth Metropolitan Board of Missions; and as executive 
director of the Office of Economic Opportunity Migrant Project in Wichita County, Kansas. 

 

He is the author of Crossing Guadalupe Street (University of New Mexico Press, 2001), as well 
as numerous articles, and has contributed chapters to several books. He is the editor of Pro-
testantes/Protestants: Hispanic Christianity Within Mainline Traditions and co-editor with Paul 
Barton of Hispanic Christianity Within Mainline Protestant Traditions - A Bibliography. 

 

Maldonadoôs wife, Charlotte, is retired, having taught third grade for fifteen years. The 
Maldonados have two sons, Dr. David Maldonado, III and Carlos Maldonado. David and Char-
lotte plan to continue residing in New Mexico. 
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2011 Youth Assembly -Sacramento, NM  

T he 2011 Youth Assembly took 

place the week of July 18th-

23rd in the beautiful Sacramento 

mountains. Thanks to the generous dona-

tions of the congregation, EBS was able to 

send 3 youth, Paul Elliot, Shyann Lujan, and 

Jasmyn Olivas, and 2 adults, Christine Var-

gas and Caroline 

Olivas. It truly was a 

blessing to all of us 

who went. Many 

memories and new 

friends were made 

throughout the week. Congratulations to Paul Elliot who was 

voted DCYM representative for our church. He will travel to San 

Antonio, TX in September to represent our church at the South-

west District meeting. Way to go, Paul! We are so proud of you! 

We will share more pictures in the days to come! 

Thank you again for supporting our youth. Please continue to 

support them through your prayers and  encouraging words. 

God Bless, 

Caroline   

Above: Paul is in-

ducted as DCYM 

rep.  

Above: Southwest 

District youth lead 

the morning devo-

tion  



W 
e give thanks to God for the very positive Vacation Bible School  we 

had in July.  We averaged forty (40) people each evening and received 

about $200 for the Red Cross of New Mexico to help those affected by 

the wild fires.  Many thanks to Yvonne Barth, Christine Vargas, and all those 

involved for all their work !  We 

pray the Holy Spirit water the seeds 

planted in the hearts of those who 

attended.  We had six to eight from 

the church community who at-

tended each evening! We want to 

thank Max Cisneros who made the 

50 crosses we decorated !!  God 

bless you, Bro. Max!   
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Vacation Bible School ñGod & Me @ Sea  


